In the title compound, C 10 H 5 N 3 O 2 , the benzylidenemalononitrile unit is nearly planar, with a maximum deviation of 0.129 (2) Å for a terminal N atom; the nitro group is approximately coplanar with the benzene ring [dihedral angle = 8.8 (3) ]. An intramolecular C-HÁ Á ÁN hydrogen bond stabilizes the molecular conformation.
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2-(4-Nitrobenzylidene)malononitrile
Ming-Jen Chang, Tzu-Chien Fang, Hsing-Yang Tsai, Ming-Hui Luo and Kew-Yu Chen Comment Organic compounds bearing benzylidenemalononitrile moieties have attracted considerable attention due to their potential applications in the design of molecular devices (Cao et al., 2010; Herbivo et al., 2010; Shigemitsu et al., 2011) .
In addition, the title compound and its derivatives have been used as potential precursors to prepare 5,7-diazaspiro-[2,5]octane (Elinson et al., 2010) , 2-amino-4H-chromene-3-carbonitrile (Ding et al., 2010) and 4H-pyran derivatives (Ye et al., 2010) .
The molecular structure of the title compound is shown in Figure 1 . The nitro group is close to being coplanar with the benzene ring (dihedral angle = 8.8 (3)°), which is consistent with previous studies (El Brahmi et al., 2011; Mehdi et al., 2010; Ouzidan et al., 2011; Raza et al., 2010) . In addition, the benzylidenemalononitrile moiety is nearly planar with a maximum deviation of 0.129 (2))Å for atom N2 (Karthikeyan et al., 2011) . An intramolecular C-H···N hydrogen bond stabilizes the molecular conformation.
Experimental
The title compound was synthesized by the Knoevenagel condensation of malononitrile with 4-nitrobenzaldehyde (Baheti et al., 2011) . Colorless crystals suitable for the crystallographic studies reported here were isolated over a period of four weeks by slow evaporation from a chloroform solution.
Refinement
H atoms were positioned geometrically (C-H = 0.93 Å) and allowed to ride on their parent atoms, with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C).
Computing details
Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 2001) ; cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2001) ; data reduction: SAINT (Bruker, 2001 ); program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008); molecular graphics: ORTEP-3 for Windows (Farrugia, 1997) ; software used to prepare material for publication: WinGX (Farrugia, 1999) . supplementary materials sup-2 Acta Cryst. (2012). E68, o957
Figure 1
The molecular structure of the title compound, showing 50% probability displacement ellipsoids.
2-(4-Nitrobenzylidene)propanedinitrile
Crystal data Refinement. Refinement of F 2 against ALL reflections. The weighted R-factor wR and goodness of fit S are based on F 2 , conventional R-factors R are based on F, with F set to zero for negative F 2 . The threshold expression of F 2 > σ(F 2 ) is used only for calculating R-factors(gt) etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger.
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